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Dear parents,

Welcome! I am looking forward to an incredible year helping your child learn and understand math. Every day, your child will engage in fun activities that will help them develop a deep understanding of mathematical ideas. Each week, I will send home a letter explaining what your child learned in class. 

We will be using the RightStart Math curriculum. This is a researched-based, comprehensive math program that provides a mathematical foundation for everyday life, advanced math, and science that is needed in our technological world. In this program, understanding is emphasized. Math will be taught so that 95% is understood, and only 5% will be learned through memorization. When a child does not understand a concept, they must memorize the process. Eventually, the burden can become too great, and children give up or begin to dislike math. However, when a child understands the concepts, they require less time to review, practice, and memorize.

We will use physical learning tools to engage your child and help them understand abstract math concepts. The primary tool we will use is the Cotter Abacus (AL Abacus). This special abacus is a kinesthetic, visualizable, two-sided abacus that will help your child visualize quantities and understand mathematical processes. 

Studies show that parental involvement improves their child’s academic performance and overall attitude toward learning. To that end, each week I will list activities you can do at home to reinforce what we are learning in class. I will also list the math card games played in class, so you can play them at home. These games will help your child practice and learn their math facts. 

I encourage you to consider purchasing the Math Card Games Kit. This kit will provide all the instructions and materials needed to play the games introduced this year and throughout your child’s instruction while using RightStart Math. It will also include the Cotter Abacus (AL Abacus), which you will see becomes a key instrument growing your child’s understanding of mathematical ideas. Here is a link to the Math Card Games Kit: https://store.rightstartmath.com/math-card-games-kit/

You can also subscribe to videos demonstrating how the games are played. You can cancel enrollment at any time. Subscription to these videos does not include the materials needed to play the games. If you are interested, you can subscribe through Vimeo and search for RightStart Math Level C.

I am looking forward to a great school year! If you have any questions or concerns throughout the year, please contact me. Together, we can help your child learn, understand, apply, and enjoy mathematics.

Have a fabulous week!
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