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Dear parents,

This week your child learned about decimals. They learned how decimals and fractions are related. We started by showing fractions with a ten in the denominator and learned how to use the decimal point to see an alternate way of writing tenths. For example, 4/10 (four tenths) can also be written as 0.4 (four tenths). Your child practiced adding fractions with a denominator of 10 and adding decimals to the tenths place.

Then your child learned how to write the hundredths using decimals. For example, 29/100 (29 hundredths) is the same as 0.29 (29 hundredths). Your child worked on side 2 of the Cotter Abacus to understand the relationship between fractions and decimals to the hundredth place. Your child also learned how to subtract tenths and hundredths in decimal form.

In addition, your child learned that decimal is a continuation of the number system. We spent a day exploring place value from the thousands to the thousandths. For example, one thousand is written 1000 and one thousandth is written 0.001. They also learned how to write thousandths in both fraction and decimal form. We ended that day comparing decimals and fractions.

Finally, your child demonstrated their understanding of decimals by solving money problems. They worked with tenths and hundredths of a dollar. They learned how a penny, nickel, dime, and quarter are fraction of a dollar and wrote the values in fraction and decimal form. Your child also learned how to a check, specifically how to write money in decimal form and in the written word. For example, on a check your child would write $18.04 in numeric form and “Eighteen and 04/100 dollars” in word form.

Fun activities at home:
· Give your child a fraction/decimal and have them write it in fraction form and in decimal form
   (Suggestions: Seventy-two hundredths is written 72/100 and .72)
· Ask your child which is more 7 tenths or 7 hundredths (7 tenths)
· Have your child fill in a check
· Ask your child what fraction of a dollar a penny is (1/100), a nickel (1/20), a dime (1/10), a quarter (1/25)

Games we played/to play at home:
· Corners with Tenths game (F22.2)
   (In this version, all the numbers on the cards are tenths)
· Variation of Corners with Tenths game (F22.2)
   (In this version, use decimals)
· Money War game (M4)

Next week, your child will continue learning about decimals. They will also have a review day and learn more about order of operations.

Have a lovely day!
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