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Dear parents,

We began this week learning about percentages. Your child learned what the term percent means and how to write the percent symbol. We used the abacus to explore what percentages look like and how they related to fractions. For example, 1/2 is 50%, 1/4 is 25%, and 1/5 is 20%. Your child also learned how percentages relate to decimals. For example, .5 is 50%, .25 is 25%, and .2 is 20%.

Then, in class, we looked at several different situational problems involving costs and percentages off. Many of these situational problems were multi-step problems. For example, your child had to calculate tax and then add a tip to the final total. While doing so, your child learned how to use the calculator, specifically the memory keys and the percent key. We discussed the different ways these situational problems could be solved.

Your child ended the week by learning about probable and improbable events and how to calculate probabilities. We looked at different situations in class and explored how many possible outcomes there could be. For example, one of the situations was: Sidney is taking four shirts and three pairs of shorts to camp. How many different outfits will Sidney have to wear? Your child learned that for this type of probability question, they needed to multiply 3 × 4 and discover that Sidney would have 12 different outfits to wear.

Remember to keep playing the math card games. We are getting closer and closer to the end of the school year. You will want to help your child end the year well by playing the math card games at home. If you have any questions about the games or would like a game suggestion, just let me know.

Fun activities at home:
· While at a store, find the discount items and have your child calculate the discounted price
· Ask your child what fraction and what decimal 20% is (1/5 and 0.2)
· Have your child calculate 10% of $30 ($3.00)
· Take your family out to eat and have your child calculate the tip

Games we played/to play at home:
· One Hundred Percent game (F50)
· Percentage Memory game (F46)
· Percentage War game (F48)
· Rows and Columns game (A53)

Next week, your child will continue to learn about combinations and probability.

Have a lovely day!
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